Fr. Corey’s Comments       

FATHER COREY’S SERMON AT HIS 25TH ANNIVERSARY TO THE PRIESTHOOD MASS

A little fella returned home after his first day at Sunday school.  His mother asked, "Who was your teacher?" The little guy answered, “I don’t remember her name, but she must have been Jesus’ grandmother because she didn’t talk about anyone else.”

Brother Juniper once asked St. Francis, “Teach me to preach eloquently as you, I am not good with words”  “I will teach you to preach more eloquently than I,” said Francis.  “Meet me tomorrow and I shall teach you to preach.”  Brother Juniper dutifully met Francis early the next morning.  To Juniper’s surprise they began walking.  They walked through the marketplace, smiling at the laborers, the merchants, the children.  They helped and old woman carry her wash up a set of stairs.  They walked.  Finally, an exasperated Brother Juniper asked: When shall you teach me to preach?  Francis replied, “Why, are we not preaching by what we do?”

Blessed Mother Theresa of Calcutta said:  

~”Our lives must be woven around the Eucharist...fix your eyes on Him Who is the light; bring your hearts close to His Divine Heart; ask Him to grant you the grace of knowing Him, the love of loving Him, the courage to serve Him. Seek Him fervently.”

~“Through Mary the cause of our joy you discover that no where on earth are you more welcomed, no where on earth are you more loved, than by Jesus, living and truly present in the Most Blessed Sacrament...  He is really there in Person waiting just for you.”

~“We cannot separate our lives from the Eucharist; the moment we do, something breaks.  People ask, ‘Where do the sisters get the joy and energy to do what they are doing?’  The Eucharist involves more than just receiving; it also involves satisfying the hunger of Christ. He says, ‘Come to Me.’ He is hungry for souls.”

This is true, not only for priests but for all who want to live happy and fulfilled lives.

So, talking about Jesus, doing the work of Jesus and weaving our lives with the Eucharist are the three simple steps in becoming a good and holy priest.

People ask why did I become a priest.  I don’t know if they are truly interested or think that it is incredible that I was ordained.  Recently, I discovered that people asked Pope John Paul II the same question.  Many of you know how much I admired and respected Blessed John Paul.  I share with you his answer as it is mine as well.

"I am often asked, especially by young people, why I became a priest.  Maybe some of you would like to ask the same question.  Let me try briefly to reply.  I must begin by saying that it is impossible to explain entirely.  For it remains a mystery, even to myself.  How does one explain the ways of God?  Yet, I know that, at a certain point in my life, I became convinced that Christ was saying to me what he had said to thousands before me: 'Come, follow me!'  There was a clear sense that what I heard in my heart was no human voice, nor was it just an idea of my own.  Christ was calling me to serve him as a priest.  And you can probably tell that I am deeply grateful to God for my vocation to the priesthood.  Nothing means more to me or gives me greater joy that to celebrate Mass each day and to serve God's people in the Church.  That has been true ever since the day of my ordination as a priest.  Nothing has ever changed this, not even becoming Pope."  So, this is a great mystery: Christ was not afraid to choose His ministers from among sinners. Is not this our own experience?
The good thing is that we do not do this alone. The priest, Jesus Christ is with us every minute of every day because we are His vicar, His representative, it is Him, not us.  People can see us, but they want to see Jesus.  
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That is why we often fall short of the mark.  People truly want Christ but they get us – mostly that is a blessing but sometimes its is a disappointment for people who are looking to see the source of all love, the perfect one, the God of all compassion, the God who is all in all.

But, it is the priest who continues the work of redemption here on earth.  So the good Lord chose me 25 years ago knowing full well who I am.  I guess God wanted a guy with a sense of humor, who watches I love Lucy and the Office while writing homilies, a fella who likes people to see God in the beauty of the Church, who speaks about Jesus in a different way than others, acts in the place of Jesus and someone who needs the Holy Eucharist in order to be a priest but a good human being.  God knew God was choosing a person with faults and talents, sins and blessings.  A person who would try his best and disappoint and let down others.  A person who would touch a soul and never even know it.  A man who would hopefully have more successes than failures in the ministry of speaking the Good News. A person who honestly tries his best for his people given to his care.
From St. Peter to Immaculate High School to St. Mary, I have learned, apologized, laughed and cried, been amazed and utterly crushed by sadness.  I have had the privilege to tell the Good News, lived the Good News and brought the bread of life to hungry people of every age, condition and way of life.

These have been 25 years of miracles, for me and for the Church and I ask for your continued love, prayers, tolerance and support to follow the Lord where the Lord leads.  It really is not bad for working on day of the week!

Priests are truly Advent people.  We constantly try to prepare the way of the Lord, to remove the mountains of sin and intolerance and prejudice to build up the valleys of self esteem, self worth and love of our brothers and sisters.  Like Elijah, we called to call everyone to the Lord in our own style – to call people of every nation, race, sex, culture and every other difference because they all belong to the Lord and they all have been given to our care.  

I share with you two phrases - one on the first prayer card some twenty five years ago from St. Paul’s letter to the Philippians:  “I thank my God every time I think of you. Every time I pray for you I pray with joy.”

And on my prayer card I will give you today in the words of Blessed John Paul II from his talk to the youth to Assisi in 1999:  “Love and follow Christ!  If the path becomes difficult at times and you are overcome by fatigue, rest in the shade of prayer.  You will find peace and refreshment in dialogue with God.”  

Please pray for me.  Pray for all priests.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

It is with a grateful and humble heart that I thank everyone for your heartfelt wishes and generous gifts and prayers on the occasion of my 25th anniversary of the priesthood.  Your outpouring is a blessing in my life and I'll never be able to show my true appreciation.  A few ‘thank you’s’ are necessary: To Michael Ferrari , Elizabeth Barnes and the Choir for their beautiful prayer through music, To Paul Orsino, Kate Fitzgerald, Mary Ferri, Pat Jackson and Phil Gioia for all their hard work in preparation of the event, To Rick Lawlor of Lawlor Graphics for his professional and quality work, to Sister Anne, The Faculty, Staff, Home School Association and the Students of St. Mary School, for their prayers, our new tree in front of the Rectory, cards and gifts of all kinds. To P.J. O’Niel for his wonderful and delicious catering, to Maria Borchetta for her delicious luncheon for the priests, To Father Cyrus and all those involved in the amazing gift of the statue of Blessed Pope John Paul II and to everyone for all your love and prayers and support……THANK YOU!  
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I am sharing again with you the changes in our Christmas schedule of Masses for 2011.  It has been tradition to celebrate a 4:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve in the Church and a 4:15pm Mass in the School Gym.  It is also a tradition that the majority of those attending the Mass in the gym are not happy about it and would rather have Christmas Mass in our beautifully decorated Church.  In fact, some are quite angry about not being allowed in Church for Mass and have been very vocal about it.  

So we have a new offering this year.  We shall celebrate Masses for Christmas at the following times:


Christmas Eve:  4:00pm, 5:30pm, 7:00pm, and 12:00midnight.  

Christmas Day: 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am and 11:30am. 

All Masses will be celebrated in the Church.  (Note, there will be NO 4:15 in the School Gym, and NO 5:30pm on Christmas Day).

Parking for the Masses will be different also.  There are approximately 275 parking spaces on our property.  When the spaces are filled, there will be no more parking on the property.  The Parking lot will open at 2:45pm and will close when the last space is filled.  I respectfully request that there will be NO saving of seats.  I do encourage people who have other options to come and celebrate Christmas Mass at an alternate time other than 4:00pm. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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As we celebrate this Christmas, may we always keep in mind the reason for the celebration:  Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem.  He has come to save us from our sins and to show us how to live in love.  May this Christmas be for all of us a time of forgiveness, peace and love.  On behalf of the Sisters, the Clergy and our staff, may you and yours have a blessed and wonderful Christmas, full of love, happiness and memories.

                               The Rectory will be Closed

                                from

    Noon on December 21st to 9am on January 3rd.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATION: If you wish to donate toward flowers for the Church in memory of loved ones, please put your donation along with the names in an envelope the basket or bring it to the Rectory.
LECTOR   WORKBOOKS for the 2011-2012 year beginning the first Sunday of Advent (11/27) are available in the Vestry.  Please check off your name on the sheet provided when you pick one up.
ST. MARY ANNUAL COLLECTION is continuing.  You may still drop your envelope into the offertory anytime this month. 

Our MISSION TRIP TEAM will be making Oplatki, advent candles and Heavenly Stock available for purchase after all the masses.

ST.  MARY’S  MEN’S  MINISTRY will take a break until our first meeting in the new year, Jan. 7th.  Save the date for our special speaker, Fr. Terry Quinn on Wed. evening, January 11th at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall.

MEALS-ON-WHEELS: 
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    WEEK OF DELIVERIES 
COFFEE & …  will be served after the 
7, 8:30 & 10am Masses today.

Religious Education Office hours are Tuesday – Thursday, 9:30am – 2:00pm.  The Religious Ed Office will close December 20th and reopen January 3rd for Christmas break.

ATTN:  ALL 8TH GRADERS!   The Confirmation Commitment Mass is on Sunday, Jan. 8th at the 5:30pm.  All Confirmation candidates are required to attend.  Parents and sponsors are encouraged to attend with their candidate.


The next regular meeting will be on Mon., Jan. 9 at 8:15pm in the Parish Hall.
CHRISTMAS FOOD COLLECTION Bins will be in the Parish Hall for non-perishable donations. Please send monetary gifts to: Brotherhood in Action, P.O. Box 581, Bethel, Ct.  06801.  Please be as generous as you can as our food supplies are very low and demand is great!
There will be an 11:15 Early Dismissal on Friday, December 23rd.  Students will be attending 9:00 Mass.  All are welcome to join us.  School will resume on Tuesday, January 3rd.

SAVE THE DATE – Snowflake Gala & Auction will be held on February 11, 2012 at the Amber Room in Danbury.  Please help support St. Mary School with a donation of a gift card, gift basket or business service for our auction.  We are also accepting personal or business sponsorships for this event.  Please contact Denise Suarez at jdsua@sbcglobal.net or (203) 797-0949 for more information.

Are you an On-line Shopper?  Through an on-line shopping mall called One Cause, a percentage of your on-line purchases from hundreds of merchants will come back to Saint Mary’s.  Log on to www.onecause.com, choose “join”, choose your user name and ID, and select a cause.  We are listed as “Saint Mary School”.  One Cause is an easy way to earn money for our school!


OFF THE STREETS: Thanks to the generosity of many, we have a good supply of household items, so we won’t have a drop-off the first Saturday of January. However, we continually need contributions to provide security deposits or one-way bus tickets. It costs on average $500 to take a homeless person Off The Streets. We have no paid staff, no offices, and almost no overhead. We take no government money. So almost every dollar collected goes directly to helping a homeless person. Thanks to your generosity, we have helped more than 200 persons so far. But the need is great so any contribution you can make will be greatly blessed. Please make a tax-deductible donation to Off The Streets; P.O. Box 591; Bethel, CT 06801. Also since we have received the formal 501 (c) (3) notification, companies can sometimes provide a matching donation. God’s blessings from Deacon Mike Oles and Joe Simons, Coordinators.

CURSILLO is designed for Catholics who desire to strengthen their faith, who want to be closer to Christ, and who want to bring Christ to those around them. For more about Cursillo and their three day weekends, call Mary Guertin at 790-6645 or mguertin.home@gmail.com.

The BETHEL TOASTMASTERS CLUB’S next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 19 at 7 PM in the Parish Hall. For more information please call Sharon Closius at 203-798-9822 or Pat Wilson-Perkins at 203-797-1967.

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
SAT., DECEMBER  17            5:30
+
William Stevens, Jr. – The Ferri Family       

SUN., DECEMBER  18
7:00
+
Patricia N. Allen – The Allen Family

8:30
+
Dick Masselink – Family                   

10:00
+
Gregory John Palumbo – David Deakin                   

11:30
+
Alice McShane & Brendan Duffy – Friends                        


5:30
+
Carmella Vitti (1st Anniv.) – The Vitti Family              

MON., DECEMBER 19           6:30      +
James Mannion – Family                            

9:00
+
Ruth & Vincent O’Rouke – Grace O’Rourke           

TUES., DECEMBER 20          6:30 
 
Father Corey (25th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood)
 
                         9:00
+
Dorothy Clarke – Marie Miller                            

WED., DECEMBER 21
6:30
+
Viola Lanzarone (25th Anniv.) – Daughter Donna     


9:00
 
Joan Troy (Health & Blessings) – Marie Miller
THU., DECEMBER  22
6:30
+
Susan Santo – Pat & Paul Orsino                                   


9:00
+
James & Dorothy McCabe – Family 
FRI., DECEMBER  23
6:30
+
Christian Major – Family                       


9:00
+
Elizabeth Deak – Leon & Stephanie Anziano 
SAT., DECEMBER 24
             8:00
+    John Lord – The Falls Family

SAT., DEC. 24                       4:00, 5:30, 7:00pm & 12:00 Midnight


(Christmas Eve)
                       

SAT., DEC. 25                      7:00, 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30am    (NO 5:30pm MASS)
(Christmas Day)





                                              
WELCOME TO THOSE WHO WERE NEWLY BAPTIZED

                                                                         Hannah Margaret Secola                                                


                    Collection:  $19,558.00

PARISH OFFICE  (744-5777)

 Kate Fitzgerald:  Parish Secretary/Bulletin Ed.

 Pat Jackson:  Parish Secretary
 Paul Orsino:  Property Manager
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  (743-4557)

 Mary Ferri:  Director

 Peggy Gavin:  Secretary

 Dennis Nauheimer (RCIA):  794-9488

  (Call if interested in becoming a Catholic or completing your 

    initiation as a Catholic with Confirmation and/or Eucharist.)
MUSIC MINISTRY

 Michael Ferrari:    Music Director
 Elizabeth Barnes:  Choir Director
ST. MARY SCHOOL  (744-2922)

 Sister Anne McCarthy:  Principal

MASS SCHEDULE
 Monday – Friday:  6:30 & 9:00am
 Saturday:  8:00am & 5:30pm (Vigil Mass)
 Sunday:  7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30am & 5:30pm

CONFESSION SCHEDULE

 Saturday:  4:00 - 5:00pm.

 BAPTISMS:  Every Sunday at 12:45pm.

(Call the Rectory to Schedule.)
 PRE-BAPTISM CLASSES:  Once a Month.

(Call the Rectory to Schedule.)

 ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  MARRIAGE:  All
 Couples must meet with a  parish  clergyman at

 least six (6) months before the marriage is to be

 celebrated. 
                                 				                          Christmas Mass Schedule


                   (All masses will be in the Church)





                         Saturday, December 24th:


                         4:00pm, 5:30pm, 7:00pm, 12:00Midnight





                                   Sunday, December 25th:


                                7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am and 11:30am


                                     (There is no 5:30pm Mass on Sunday)





        Christmas Confession Schedule





          						    Mon., Dec. 19:         9:30-10am


          						    Wed., Dec. 21:         7:00-8:00pm


          						    Thurs., Dec 22:       4:00-5:00pm
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