Saint Mary Parish
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St. Mary Catholic Church Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE

¢ Itis a wonderful pious tradi®on here at St. Mary Parish that we have Nocturnal Adoradon on the First Friday of every month.
Though the numbers of those who come are not large, the prac6ce is s6ll very important and | encourage the enfre Parish to come
and stay with the Lord in prayer and meditadon.

The importance of Eucharis6c Adora6on is shown in the fact that the Church has a ritual that regulates it: the Rite of Eucharis®c
Exposifon and BenedicBon. This is an extension of the adoraBon of the Blessed Sacrament which occurs in every Mass: "Behold
the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb." Exposi®on
of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with Christ and the
rest of the Church. AdoraBon is the first agtude of man acknowledging that he is a creature before his Creator. It exalts the great-
ness of the Lord who made us and the almighty power of the Savior who sets us free from evil. Adoraon is homage of the spirit to
the "King of Glory," respecnul silence in the presence of the "ever greater” God. AdoraBon of the thrice-holy and sovereign God of
love blends with humility and gives assurance to our supplicaBons. —Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2628 .

Pope Benedict XV called Eucharis6c adoraBon “the queen of all devobons,” a view shared by numerous popes and saints. Howev-
er, the prac6ce largely fell into disuse following VaBcan Il. No one is more closely iden6fied with its revival than Pope St. John Paul
Il. Here is just a sampling of his observaBons on the subject:

— “Jesus himself is calling you to spend one special, specific hour with him each week.”
— “The love of God and neighbor, the greatest commandment, is expressed in, and the fruit of, Eucharis6c worship.”
— “Priestly, religious and missionary vocaBons will stem from your Holy Hour.”

The personal spiritual blessings that proceed from Eucharis6c adoradon are rich and abundant. Do you wish to deepen your pray-
er life? The same Jesus who taught his disciples how to pray is there to help you as well, and what beZer place to contemplate
Jesus — the highest form of prayer — than in his presence?

| have always been concerned about two issues in relaBon to our Nocturnal doradon: 1 — that there would not be someone there
present during all the hours of adoraBon and 2 — the safety of those who are there throughout the night. AQer a great deal of
thought and prayer | have decided to con®nue nocturnal adoradon in the Chapel of St. Mary Convent. The door to the Convent
will remain open unél 11:00pm and then the door will be locked. When adorers arrive aQer that, they must ring the door bell and
if they are recognized they will be let in. Safety will not be an issue anymore and if an adorer cannot come, then the Blessed Sacra-
ment will be safe and no harm can come to Our Lord.

| must encourage more parfcipants in this beau6ful prayer and you do not have to commit yourself to a parBcular ©me, just stop
in for prayer.

¢ Because of a delay in shipping our Jubilee Year of Mercy Shrine has not been established yet. | believe every thing will be able
to put into place by next weekend.

¢ | take this opportunity to encourage everyone in Bethel to take a second look at St. Mary School. St. Mary School is a hidden
treasure in our town and we must now spread the word about the wonderful spiritual, moral and academic educaBon St. Mary
School o ers. Building on the tradi6on of Sr. Anne McCarthy and the School Sisters of Notre Dame, our new Principal Greg Viceroy
and our Faculty and Sta are journeying into the future to not only prepare our young people to be produc6ve, faith-filled ci6zens,
but they will exceed any expectaBon you might have.

If you are interested in St. Mary School but find the tuiBon a di culty, please know that there is the newly established Bishop’s

Sunday, 1/24 Monday, 1/25 Tuesday, 1/26 Wednesday, 1/27
7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am, 6:30am Mass 6:30am Mass 6:30am Mass
11:30am, 5:30pm 8:35am Rosary 8:35am Rosary 8:35am Rosary
6:30pm Youth Group 9:00am Mass 9:00am Mass 9:00am Mass
8:15pm Knights of Columbus 4:45pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal

6:30pm First Communion Work-
shop

7:00pm Book Club




St. Mary Catholic Church January 24, 2016

FATHER COREY’S EPISTLE
Scholarship Fund that can SIGNIFICANTLY help with tuion.

St. Mary School is second to none when it comes to technology, science lab, language arts and of course faith formaBon. Our stu-
dents conBnue to learn what their families at home teach. They take to heart their responsibility as good ci®zens spreading the
Good News of the Gospel in how they live their daily lives. Our Faculty and Sta are top-notch, dedicated and caring educators.
We conBnue to have winning teams for our students a mulStude of new aOer school clubs and ac8viBes. Next year there will be a
full- week Pre-K for both 3 and 4 year-olds. If you need tesémonies from current parents or grandparents | can supply them in a
New York minute.

Our new principal Mr. Viceroy and his team are going to lead us to an excifng future and we want YOU and YOUR FAMILY to be a
part of it NOW. Grandparents and Parents, spread the word about our School, don’t let this opportunity for your young ones fu-
ture to pass by. Many people say that Catholic Educa®on is a sacrifice for a family. This may be true but | say that Catholic Educa-
oon is a GIFT that parents and grandparent give to their children to ensure a successful, spiritually strong and educa6onally relia-
ble all encompassing program. You cannota ord to pass this opportunity by.

¢ You have a life and you have a voice. But there are those who cannot be heard yet. We carry authority to speak up for the
ones who can’t speak. A lot of people are afraid to take a side on any cause—not wanéng to o end or seem radical. Is it so radical
to stand up for a defenseless baby? Is it so radical to adopt? Is it so radical to be a foster parent? Is it so radical to pray for Life?
The world will say “That’s a personal maZer; it's up to the mom or dad.” And it is personal; it’s personal to that &ny human who
has no voice or say-so for their own life. Our job is to make sure the world knows their lives do mazer—that we defend their
cause, the cause of the defenseless.

Nabonal Right to Life esbmates that, since the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abor6on 43 years ago in Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bol-
ton , more than 58 million unborn children have lost their lives. Each one of those aborfons is a tragedy, not just because an inno-
cent child died, but because of the laséng impact the abor6on itself had on the mothers of those children. Since 1968, the NaBon-
al Right to Life CommiXee has been working to protect unborn children and their mothers from the tragedy of abor6on. In the
aOermath of the Court’s decisions on January 22, 1973, our network of state a liates, local chapters, and ciBzen acBvists have
worked Brelessly to enact laws that protect unborn children and o er life- a rming alternadves to their mothers. And we conén-
ue to see evidence that this strategy is working.

Please con6nue to pray for and end to aborBons.

¢ Mom’s Bill: My little boy came into the kitchen this evening while | was fixing supper. He handed me a piece of paper he'd
been writing on. After wiping my hands on my apron, | read it, and this is what it said. For mowing the grass, $5. For making my
own bed this week, $1. For going to the store $.50. For playing with baby brother while you went shopping, $.25. For taking out
the trash, $1. For getting a good report card, $5. And for raking the yard, $2.

Well, I looked at him standing there expectantly, and a thousand memories flashed through my mind. So, | picked up the paper, and
turning it over, this is what | wrote: For the nine months I carried you, growing inside me, No charge. For the nights | sat up with
you, doctored you, prayed for you, No charge. For the time and the tears, and the cost through the years, No charge. For the
nights filled with dread, and the worries ahead, No charge. For advice and the knowledge, and the cost of your college, No
charge. For the toys, food and clothes, and for wiping your nose, No charge. Son, when you add it all up, the full cost of my love is
No charge.

Well, when he finished reading, he had great big tears in his eyes. He looked up at me and he said, "Mama, | sure do love you."
Then he took the pen and in great big letters he wrote PAID IN FULL!

Thursday, 1/28 Friday, 1/29 Saturday, 1/30 Sunday, 1/31

6:30am Mass 6:30am Mass 8:00am Mass 7:00am, 8:30am, 10:00am,

8:35am Rosary 8:35am Rosary 8:30am Men’s Ministry 11:30am, 5:30pm

9:00am Mass 9:00am Mass 9:00am First Communion Work- | 9:30am St. Mary School Open
. shop House

7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 6:30pm Youth Group

4:00pm Confessions
5:30pm Mass




ST. MARY BOOK CLUB: Our next book is "Unplanned: The Dra-
matic True Story of a Former Planned Parenthood Leader's Eye
Opening Journey across the Life Line” by Abby Johnson. Join us
on Wed., Jan. 27 at 7:00pm in the Children’s Room.

ST. MARY MEN’S MINISTRY Come share in the posi©ve Chris-
Ban fellowship & learn how you can beXer strengthen your
personal faith journey on Sat., Jan. 30 at 8:30am in the Parish
Hall. For info, call Jim Buzak at (203)948-9628.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP provides a prayerful experi-
ence of mutual support and comfort for those who are con-
froneng the loss of a loved one. Our next meeBng will be on
Sat. Feb. 6 from 10:30-noon in the Convent. If you will be
aXending for the first ®me, please call the Rectory at 744-5777
to confirm.

Children of all ages, join us for BEDTIME BIBLE STORIES on Fri.,
Feb. 12 from 6:30-7:30pm in the Parish Hall. Children can
come in PJs and bring their favorite stu ed animal and blanket
for Arts & CraOs and a Bible story!! Call Mary at 743-4557 for
more info!

WOMEN OF FAITH Our next mee6ng on Tues., Feb. 16

@ 6:30pm in the Parish Hall. Each morning, Monday

through Friday at 8:35am, just before the 9am Mass,

there is a recitabon of the Most Holy Rosary. All are
invited to spend this ®me honoring God, through his Mother,
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Women of Faith Prayer: O, glorious
Mother of God and loving Mother of all, we promise to devote
ourselves to encourage devotion to you, in order to hasten,
through your Immaculate Heart, the coming of the kingdom of
the Sacred Heart of your Son, in our own hearts and in those of
all people in our diocese, country and in all the world, as it is in
heaven. Amen.

Our next meebng of the LITTLE FLOWERS GIRLS’ CLUB is on
Mon., Feb. 22 at 6:15pm in the Parish Hall. The LiZle Flowers is
a fun, flexible and Faith-filled Catholic Club for girls ages 5 and
up and their Moms. Call Mary at 203-743-4557 for more info.

BIBLE STUDY FOR BEGINNERS A Biblical Walk Through the
Mass This year, our Bible Study is focusing on those who wish
to learn more about our Catholic Bible and God's plan for our
SalvaBon! In addi®on we are studying the Mass. We wish you
all a Happy New Year and we will have the dates for our Winter
sessions coming soon! For more info, email Rick at rlaw-
lor22@comcast.net.

Mass Intentions
For The \Week
SAT., JANUARY 23
5:30 + Richard Neptune — The Gallagher Family

SUN., JANUARY 24

7:00 + Robert Cerra— Francesca Bonacci

8:30 + Margaret Sack — John O’Donnell
10:00 + Michael Shanley — The DeShan Family
11:30 + Elaine Perry — Chrisbne & Luis Tenezaca

5:30 + Peter BarreX — Johnson School Sta
MON., JANUARY 25

6:30 + Frances Piccinino — Carol & Bob DiMazeo

9:00 + Hugh Lee — Sherrie & Tom Plu
TUES., JANUARY 26

6:30 + Frances Piccinino — Kathy & George Aiello

9:00 +MaryRu es— Elizabeth Cuneo
WED., JANUARY 27

6:30 +John & Anna Hafner — Asta Smith

9:00 + Michael Massimo (1st Anniv.) — Louis & Cheryl
Massimo

THU., JANUARY 28
6:30 + Joseph Branco — Ann Pastore & Family
9:00 +Jane & Bill Shannon (2nd Anniv.) — Family
FRI., JANUARY 29
6:30 + Frances Piccinino — Kevin & Mary Maloney
9:00 +MaryRu es— Mary & Bob Sawitsky
SAT., JANUARY 30
8:00 + Frank Contorno (1st Anniv.) — Connie Bartolo>a
5:30 + Philomena Mingolello — Julie & Will Doerner
SUN., JANUARY 31
7:00 + Catherine Dayle Falis — Janice Davis
8:30 +Jack & Jim Cullen — The Barra Family
10:00 + Priscilla Waculuk — Delores Walsh
11:30 + Maureen Major Ullah — St. Mary Bereavement Group
5:30 +lJim Leaden — The ScheXler Family

O ertory for the weekend of January 16/17
CollecBon: $11,403.00 On-Line Giving: $3,762.00

YouTHICROW B

The SENIOR YOUTH GROUP will meet on Sunday, January 24
after the 5:30pm Mass in the Parish Hall.

Religious Ed O ce hours
Mon., Tues., Wed., & Thurs.
9:30am-2pm

Religious Education Classes have begun for the 2015-16 School
Year. Any child entering Kindergarten or First Grade who is not
currently registered, may download a Registrabon Form from
our website and drop ito at the Religious Ed O ce.

MUNION WORKSHOP on Wed., Jan. 27 at 6:30pm
or Sat., Jan. 30 at 9am in the Church.

Al VALENTINE’S DAY SALE

'-Q‘-.'}!\‘

Valenﬁéz,? The Youth Group will be sponsoring a
Day Bake Sale and Craft Fair for Valentines

smeew e Day the weekend of February 13/14.
Come pick up a tasty treat or a gift for that special
someone! Or you can just treat yourself!. Anyone
interested in volunteering, donating or assisting
the event can contact Rose Schlemmer at
rschlemmer@stmarybethelct.org. All proceeds will
go to benefit this year’s Youth Group Mission Trip!
Please help us Spread the Love!!




SAINT MARY SCHOOL

We are currently accep®ng registrabons for our newly expand-
ed PRE-K PROGRAMS for 2016-17. Interest is extremely high
and we do anBcipate the programs being at full capacity. If you
would like to register your child, or need more informa®on on
the program, please contact our Enrollment Director, Linda Gar-
vey, at LGarvey@Stmarybethelct.org.

Mark your calendar for CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK - January 31
through February 6th! See this week’s bulle®n for our acbvibes
celebraBng the week!

OPEN HOUSE, Sunday, January 31, 2016 - Please join us from
9:30 to 11:30am in the Parish Hall. Student and Parent Ambas-
sadors and faculty will be available for tours of the school and
to answer any quesoons you may have. Refreshments will be
served.

St. Mary School’s DRAMA CLUB will have their debut perfor-
mance on Saturday, January 30 at 2pm in the gym. Admission
is $5 and is open to family, friends and the public (children 5
years & under are free). Please join us!

SAVE THE DATE for our ANNUAL ST. MARY SCHOOL AUCTION!
It will be held on March 12th from 6 to 11pm in the school gym.
This is open to the public, all are welcome!

REGISTRATION for students entering Pre-school through Grade
8 is ongoing. Please call the school at 203-744-2922 or email
our Director of Enrollment, Linda Garvey, at
Igarvey@stmarybethelct.org for informaBon. You can also visit
our website at www.stmarybethelct.org for school and registra-
Bon informabon.

Please visit us on FACEBOOK to see photos and news of the
latest happenings at SMS! www.facebook.com/StMaryBethel.

St. Mary School
Opeig 2
Housens ”

Catch the Spirit!
Suanday, Janaary 31,
9:30am—11:30am
in the Parish Hall

Pre K through Grade 8

Fostering Catholic Faith and Values

Academic Excellence

Nurturing Family Atmosphere

Meet our committed and caring family of teachers, par-
ents and student ambassadors as you tour and find out
more about St. Mary School. Alumni: Come see what
has changed and what traditions have stayed the same
at our school. Please let local classmates know every-
one is welcome!

|
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/T\ FAMILY FAITH CORNER /T\
ik gL L
Visit our Family Faith center in the vesbule of the Church for
ideas and ac6vibes to bring your faith home! Each week we will
feature something new to enrich your faith with your family!
This week we will be celebrating the conversion of St. Paul.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Our next meedng will be on Jan.25at 8:15pmin
the Parish Hall. We will say the Rosary at 7:45pm in

the Church.

If you are at least 18 years of age and think you may be interest-
ed in joining our ranks, contact Grand Knight Tony lorfino at
(203)744-2714.

ALROUND THE DIOCESE

DEFENDING OUR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY On December 7, 1965,
the Second Va6can Council approved DignitaBs Humanae, the
Declarabon on Religious Liberty. The DeclaraBon addresses a
queseon that comes up in every generabon: how do we under-
stand freedom, truth, and the relaBonship between church and
state? Have things changed in the last 50 years? Visit: usccb.org
and search for: Human Dignita®s Humanae for a comprehensive
overview. If you haven’t done so already, please voice your op-
posifon to the federal health care mandate by calling U.S. Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell at
202-205-5445, and your elected representabves. Let them
know that the mandate is in violaBon of our First Amendment
right to religious freedom.

mber+ the Unon

” I'M CONFUSED WHEN A
HANDFUL OF PEOPLE
PROTEST GLOBAL WARMING,
THEY GET NATIONAL MEDIA
. COVERAGE. J

by Gary Cangemi

BUT WHEN 200000

PEOPLE MARCH ON
WASHINGTON TO PROTEST
ABORTION, THEY ARE
PRACTICALLY IGNORED

DIRECTION.

THAT'S THE
PROBLEM WITH THE
"MAINSTREAM” MEDIA..




St. Mary Parish Lenten Mission

“Dante’s Comedy and God’s Mercy:
Hearing a Prophet of Hope’s Voice during the Year of Mercy”

with Fr. Michael Novajosky
Wednesday, February 17 through Friday February 19 at 7pm

In a recently published interview between journalist Andrea Tornielli and Pope Francis entitled The
Name of God is Mercy, the Holy Father explains that “mercy is the divine attitude which embraces. It
is God’s giving himself to us, accepting us, and bowing to forgive.” A few questions later, Francis ex-
plains why man is in need of mercy. “Because humanity is wounded, deeply wounded. Either it does
not know how to cure it's wounds or it believes that it's not possible to cure them...We lack the actual
experience of mercy. The fragility of our era is this, too: we don’t believe that there is a chance for
redemption; for a hand to raise you up; for an embrace to save you, forgive you, flood you with infi-
nite, patient, indulgent love; to put you back on your feet. We need mercy.” Enter the Supreme Poet
Dante.

In the first quarter of the fourteenth century, Dante Alighieri composed his masterful Comedy. The
work is one of sublime beauty and profound truth rooted in an epic poem that spans three regions:
Inferno or Hell, Purgatory, Heaven. In May of 2015, Pope Francis suggested the Dante’s poem might
accompany the faithful in their journey as Dante takes his own journey in the story from the depths of
misery to the realms of eternal happiness. Mindful of Francis’ words above, the poem begins with a
merciful outreach. Dante is lost in a dark wood and confronted by fierce beasts. Not knowing what to
do and beginning to despair, Virgil, a friendly figure and ancient poet familiar to Dante, is sent to him.
Why does Virgil go to Dante? The Blessed Virgil Mary saw Dante going astray and lost in his life. In-
stead of leaving him in his misery, she asks of help from a couple of other souls who in turn send Vir-
gil as guide until another can bring Dante to the proper end of his journey. Dante’s Comedy begins
because of an act of mercy and will culminate with the vision of Divine Mercy when Dante beholds the
Blessed Trinity.

We are in the Jubilee Year of Mercy. With this Lenten Mission, you come to a deeper understanding of
God’s mercy and a greater openness to His mercy in our lives by reflecting on Dante’s Comedy. The
three parts of the work will correspond to the three evenings of the mission. The first night will be
Dante’s journey through Hell, in which he will encounter the unrepentant souls and recognize the true
falsity and evil of sin. The second night will bring us to Mount Purgatory where we will encounter
those who were also guilty of the same sins but seek reconciliation for their choices against God. Fi-
nally, in the third evening we will reach the heights for which every human being is created and the
only place in which man find’s his authentic fulfillment, Heaven and full communion with the Creator
and Love who guides the sun and other stars.

Fr. Michael Novajosky, a graduate of St. Joseph High School in Trumbull and a Basi-
lan Scholar of Catholic University of America currently serves as the Chaplain at his
alma mater St. Joseph High and resides at St. Jude Church in Monroe. He holds a
STL (licensed in Sacred Theology) in Patristic studies from the Gregorian University in g
Rome which he completed after 5 years formation at the Pontifical North American
College. He was ordained a priest of the Diocese of Bridgeport in 2010.
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